
Second Line Arts Collective  
Lesson 17: Get the Bucket/ Improvisation  
 
Lesson Overview 
This interactive lesson introduces students to the art of jazz improvisation 

through rhythmic activities inspired by the New Orleans tradition of street 

performers using buckets as drums. Students will learn the basics of 

improvisation, practice call-and-response rhythms, and create their own 

musical ideas. 

Learning Objectives 
By the end of this lesson, students will: 

1.​ Understand the concept of improvisation in New Orleans jazz. 
2.​ Learn to create rhythms using buckets or homemade percussion 

instruments. 
3.​ Participate in group improvisation activities that encourage creativity 

and collaboration. 
​ 

Materials Needed 
●​ Buckets or other percussion instruments (e.g., pots, pans, wooden 

spoons). 
●​ Optional: Recording of street performers or jazz musicians 

improvising. Insert link  
●​ Open space for group participation. 

​ 

Lesson Steps 
Introduction to Bucket Drumming and Improvisation (5 minutes) 

●​ Explain that improvisation means making up music on the spot, a key 
element of New Orleans jazz. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_0hGq1hffU


●​ Share how street performers in New Orleans use everyday items like 
buckets to create exciting rhythms and inspire creativity. 

●​ Show a video or describe a bucket drummer in action to set the scene. 
​ 

Learn Basic Bucket Rhythms (10 minutes) 
●​ Teach a simple rhythm to play on the bucket: 

○​ Example: Bamboula: “Tap-Tap-Pause-Tap, Tap-Tap-Pause-Tap.” 
○​ Example: Marching rhythm: “Bum, bum, bum, bum. Bum, bum, 

bum, bum.”  
●​ Practice the rhythm as a group, keeping a steady beat. 
●​ Gradually increase the tempo or add variations to make it more 

dynamic. 
​ 

Call-and-Response Improvisation (10 minutes) 
●​ Explain how call-and-response works: 

○​ The leader plays a rhythm (the call), and the group echoes or 
responds with their own rhythm. 

●​ Take turns leading and responding, encouraging students to create their 
own unique rhythms. 

●​ Add layers by allowing some students to keep a steady beat while 
others improvise. 

​ 

Group Jam Session (5 minutes) 
●​ Combine all the rhythms into a group performance: 

○​ Assign roles, such as steady beat players, improvisers, and 
leaders. Steady beat players play a repeating, steady beat for the 
room to follow. Improvisers can make it up as they go along. 
Leaders can tell the group to go faster, slower, louder, softer, etc.  

○​ Create a mini “street performance” using the rhythms and 
improvisations the students developed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4FI5ZwphKg0


●​ Encourage everyone to contribute their creativity to the final jam. 
​ 

Group Reflection and Discussion (5 minutes) 

●​ Ask students: 
○​ How did it feel to create your own rhythms? 
○​ Why do you think improvisation is so important in jazz and street 

performances? 
●​ Discuss how bucket drumming shows that music can be made 

anywhere, with any materials. 
​ 

Extension Activities 
●​ Music Exploration: Listen to jazz improvisations by famous New 

Orleans musicians and identify the call-and-response patterns. 
●​ Creative Writing: Have students write a short story imagining 

themselves as street performers in New Orleans. 
●​ Art Connection: Let students decorate their buckets or instruments to 

personalize their performance. 
​ 

Reflection Questions 
●​ What was your favorite part of improvising rhythms? 
●​ How does playing music with others feel different from playing alone? 
●​ Can you think of other ways to make music with everyday objects? 

​ 

Teacher/Parent Tips 
●​ Encourage participation by emphasizing the fun and freedom of 

improvisation. 
●​ Keep the atmosphere light and playful to build confidence, especially 

for shy students. 
●​ Reinforce that there are no wrong answers in improvisation—it’s all 

about creativity. 
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